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(54) PERSONAL COMPUTER 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To inhibit a computer from being used 
continuously by a 3rd person or exceeding a rental period by turning off the 
power source of the computer when the operation time of the computer 
exceeds an operation limit time. 

SOLUTION: A CMOS 1 1 which holds the time (LifeTime) for which the 
computer is powered on and operates is provided and an initial value is set. 
After the power switch 13 is pressed, a BIOS 12 reads the LifeTime and 
decreases the LifeTime at specific intervals. When an interruption is 
initiated periodically, the LifeTime is read in from the CMOS 11 and counted 
down and when it becomes less than 0, an alarm display showing that the 
LifeTime is updated is made. When an alarm is generated, the user needs to 
return the LifeTime to the initial value. The BIOS 12 display the alarm 
indicating that the LifeTime should be updated when the LifeTime is not 
initiated and does not exist and automatically turns off several minutes later 
to disable the power switch to function thereafter. 
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